
25.02.16 Notes 



#000 – Abide with Me – Hymn Study (Hannah Wong) – 25.02.16 
●​ Today we are studying the hymn "Abide with Me." It was written while someone was dying, and there are 

clear allusions to death in the hymn. But I am going to propose that it's valuable to sing anyway 
Have Someone Read the Hymn → Pray 

●​ Before I read "Abide with Me" again, I want to clarify a few things:  
○​ eventide - evening 
○​ Verse 5: Originally "speak" instead of "shine,” which I have kept in this study because it emphasizes 

the role of God’s Word. And God said let there be light and there was light! (Genesis 1:3) 
●​ As I read the hymn, consider this question: Why does the hymn insistently cry "O Lord abide with me, O 

abide with me"? What problems are driving him to God? 
Read the Hymn → Repeat the question 

●​ Problems: THIS IS THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. 
1.​ Time of darkness (death) — can mean in a lifetime, in a 24 hour day, in a season of life. 

■​ Darkness night (1); Day is ending (2); Passing hour (3); Gloom (5) 
2.​ Vanity of Vanities: 

■​ Helpers and comforts flee (1); Earth’s joys and glories (2); Change & decay (2); 
Cloud & sunshine (3); Earth’s vain shadows (5) 

3.​ Foes: 
■​ Tempter’s power (3); Foes (4); Ills with weight, tears with bitterness (4); ​

Death’s sting, grave’s victory (4) 
●​ 1 Cor 15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
●​ Rom 3:20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 

sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
●​ Gal 3:23 before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 

until the coming faith would be revealed. 
●​ Solution: God Himself must abide with me 

1.​ God is the help of the helpless 
2.​ God doesn't change 
3.​ God's presence on an hourly basis - grace, guide, stay 
4.​ God blesses and triumphs 
5.​ God holds the cross before our eyes​

speaks through the gloom​
points us to the skies to see heaven's morning break 

■​ 1 Thess. 5:8-11 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has 
not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

■​ 2 Cor 4:5-7, 16-18 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, 
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us… So we do 
not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

Read Psalm 90 



1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
in all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3 You return man to dust 
and say, “Return, O children of man!” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight 
are but as yesterday when it is past, 
or as a watch in the night. 
5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, 
like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
in the evening it fades and withers. 
7 For we are brought to an end by your anger; 
by your wrath we are dismayed. 
8 You have set our iniquities before you, 
our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
9 For all our days pass away under your wrath; 
we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
10 The years of our life are seventy, 
or even by reason of strength eighty; 
yet their span is but toil and trouble; 
they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
11 Who considers the power of your anger, 
and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

12 So teach us to number our days 
that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
13 Return, O Lord! How long? 
Have pity on your servants! 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
and for as many years as we have seen evil. 
16 Let your work be shown to your servants, 
and your glorious power to their children. 

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
and establish the work of our hands upon us; 
yes, establish the work of our hands! 

●​ What does this hymn have to do with us? Why should we sing this hymn about dying? 
■​ Eccl 12; Ex 33:15-16; John 1:15-17 Do not love t world / t things in t world. 

○​ Psalm 90: Moses ultimately points forward to Christ. Today we have Christ. God has returned. Christ 
dwelt among us and died for us. And now, even better, we have the Holy Spirit in us as a guarantee. 

■​ 2 Cor 5:4-9 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that 
we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal 
may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who 
has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage… Yes, we 
are of good courage… So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him.\ 

○​ It's like the hymn "I Need Thee Every Hour" but in context of the bigger thing. This life is 
fundamentally broken! Something else is coming!!! 

Any more questions? → close with explanation of verse 1 of Psalm 90 in light of Hebrews 11-12:1 
 



Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;  
The darkness deepens—Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me! 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away: 
Change and decay in all around I see— 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
I need Thy presence every passing hour. 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless: 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Speak through the gloom and point me to the skies; 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee! 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 
 

 



 
 



25.02.16 Sheet 



 
 

1    Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide; ​
      The darkness deepens—Lord, with me abide. 
      When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
      Help of the helpless, O abide with me! 
 
2    Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
      Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away: 
      Change and decay in all around I see— 
      O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
3    I need Thy presence every passing hour. 
      What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
      Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
      Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
4    I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless: 
      Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
      Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
      I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 
 
 
 

5    Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
      Speak through the gloom and point me to the skies; 
      Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 

flee! 
      In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 
 
Psalm 90:12-16 

So teach us to number our days 
that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
Return, O Lord! How long? 
Have pity on your servants! 
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast 

love, 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad for as many days as you have 

afflicted us, 
and for as many years as we have seen evil. 
Let your work be shown to your servants, 
and your glorious power to their children. 
 



 



 
 



Facsimile of Original 



 
​ https://s3.amazonaws.com/Challies_BlogStuff/Abide+handwritten.pdf  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/Challies_BlogStuff/Abide+handwritten.pdf
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